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ties, original documents have a value apart from their indubit- 
able interest, and this translation, with its appendix and bib- 
liography, is not only very readable but is a valuable contri- 
bution to the study of the Middle Ages and the history of 

education. T _ 

J. d. h,. 



Moral Theory : an Introduction to Ethics. By G. C. Field, Lecturer 
in Philosophy in the University of Liverpool. New York : E. P. Dutton & 
Company. 1921. Pp.214. 

After using Kant and Aristotle as his stalking-horses, the au- 
thor attempts "tentatively and provisionally", as he modestly — 
and wisely — puts it, a somewhat slight constructive effort of his 
own. His style is remarkably simple, and some would say the 
same for his conclusions. To say that one is trying for a "syn- 
thesis" is one thing: to achieve even a 'little one' would be a 
great deed, considering the age of the problem, which is as re- 
spectable as it is long-suffering. But it maybe that Mr. Field's 
precious construction is not only a 'little one', but illegitimate. 
Let the reader decide. Is it 'new' to say that the problem of con- 
duct and moral attitude is the "total situation" ? And if that be 
true, even if not new, shall we regard the problem of immortality 
as "secondary"? Our author cannot claim that 'metaphysical 
"problems" may be set aside in a "practical" consideration of 
ethical problems. For every man carries into his morality some 
view of the universe, and it is ostrich policy to ignore that fact, 
and to forego the necessary criticism of fundamental principles 
that every useful treatment of ethics must undertake, unless it is 
strictly "Applied Ethics". But Mr. Field's book is called Moral 
Theory. Hence he is bound to recognize that the "total situa- 
tion" and the "ideal" have to do with time and eternity as well 
as space and "consciousness", and that God, Freedom and Im- 
mortality may be just the presuppositions needed to make total- 
ity and ideality worth consideration. 

Perhaps Mr. Field has the prescriptive right of custom to ex- 
cuse him when he teaches that the Christian aspect of ethics is 
secondary in a philosophical study. But surely Christian ends, 
motives and results are of such theoretical and practical impor- 
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tance that even Moral Theory may make a serious study of their 
ethical and metaphysical implication as being the most signifi- 
cant and developed form of moral consciousness in the world. 

Even if this claim be negated, we must still object to our au- 
thor's or any other theory that finds itself "fitting in" with the 
Absolutism that such nobly diverse philosophical types as George 
Holmes Howison and William James agreed in fighting. For us 
the "total situation" includes our individual selves, whether or 
not eternally under the form of personality as we know it. The 
words "God'' and "man" are emptied of all significance if 
spiritual pluralism be not a postulate of all our moral and reli- 
gious thinking. Our author had a good chance to combine the 
pluralistic leanings of certain aspects of both Aristotle and 
Kant. Had he done so, his book would have been a boon. 
Although the trail of the absolutist red herring is on his page, 
nevertheless the book deserves commendation for its simplicity 
and lucidity of style, and its praiseworthy attempt to integrate 
two notable aspects of ethical theory. T. P. Bailey. 



Economic History of the United States. By Thurman W. Van Metre. 
New York: Henry Holt and Company. 1921. Pp. viii, 672. 

Professor Van Metre has produced a distinctly good hand-book 
which compares throughout favorably with the standard text- 
book by Professor Bogard. We particularly commend the full 
and eminently fair-minded treatment given by Dr. Van Metre to 
the English colonial policy and to the operation of the Naviga- 
tion Acts. The desire of an important debtor class in the Col- 
onies to escape payment of just obligations to British creditors 
had as much to do with working up revolutionary sentiment as 
taxation without representation. Like Professor Bogard, and in 
even fuller measure, the author devotes a very considerable pro- 
portion of his book to industrial expansion and to big business 
after the Civil War. The chapter on government regulation of 
business is admirable. The closing section on the World War 
and the Statistical Appendix are valuable features, and bring the 
work down to the year 1921. The index leaves nothing to 
be desired. S. L. Ware. 



